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Mr. Stanley wis seated at his desk

iiscussiDK with ii I h nartnor. Mr. tti
jart. aomo letters that he held In Ma
flttIi1,

"Here's another," ho sighed. "Our.
Western salesman wants us to go
down the river and bid on that Hub- -
bell contract. I'm getting tired of run- -

ning all over the country after theso
small Jobs. 1 wish wo had some one
we could trust to handle them and
leave me free to figure on the big fel-
lows."

"Thore'a young Avery," remarked
Hobart, stroking his chin. "lie has
been with us three years now and
knows tho business pretty well. The
only question Is whether wo could
trust him to mako estimates and put
In bids on his own responsibility. Ho
might put us in a hole If he made a
mlstafce." ,

"Jimes thinks Avery Is the real
thins during business hours," e

Stanley. "All James has against
htfn is that he seems inclined to be
siorty. Spends his evenings playing
milliards and poker, I believe."

"James !s like all head book-keeper- s

over fifty. They think tho young fel-
lows under them should be ns sober as
a married man with nine children,"
was Hobart's comment. "The young
fellow3 will have their fling. Hut to
come back to business," he added,
"why not give him a trial? Send him
down the river and tell him to do tho
best he can for us. He can't break us,
and if he turns out all right, we might
take him with us some day."

Accordingly, next day, Frank Avery
was told to get ready to go down tho
river on Wednesday, so as to be in
time to put in a bid that was to bo
opened on Friday evening.

The news soon spread among his
friends that he was in line to be pro-
moted to a traveling man, and not tho
least hearty of the congratulations
came from Jennie, Wheaton, who had
her own reasons for regarding Frank's
success in lifo with particular interest.

"I do hope you will bo successful,"
she told him enthusiastically.

"Wouldn't it be nioo if you got a con- -
tract all by yourself? fm sure they
would tako you into tho firm some
day

While Frank smiled at tho Impor-
tance which Jennio attached to such a
trifle as ono contract, he realized that
the outcome of his first attempt might
mean a good deal to him. and ho de-

termined to bo very careful In his es-

timates and make no mistakes. If he
were to underbid, the firm that got the
contract would have to lose money on
the lob. .

Tim name evenintr mat Jennie- " in. i ma . i li ii iv nod 111111 l ll
Wheaton was talking over the future had bad luck. As for Watkins, his ,lig determination to go ashore next
with Frank In her home, two men game fully Justified his explanation mornng. Opposed to the repeated ar-we-

discussing the young man in the .that he only played for fun at homo; imcnt of ,liB tempters that "the firm
back room of a saloon in another part and as for the two colonels. Frank did W(nl( nevt,,. unow," was his recoller-o- f

the same town. One of theso was not think much of their skill as poker tjon of iIe0-- s parting wor.ls: "Think
a professional gammer caiiuu Jim
Hnndlev and the other was a man
named Willots, who bad requested tho
interview

"There's two hundred dollars In it
stake had

as a
"Wo extravagances

the and
get and

nart musi nave only jU3i m-ur- auuui
It, and they going to send one of
.,.'- -. a
HIGH 1UUUK lllll UUim I','-- ! u
lumn to on the Job. Now, you
sec " he went on, his whiskoy,

think It isn't ranch of a contract,
or od man Stanley would go after it
himself. Wo can't get him into the
ring with us any way wo try it.
Whether wo can handle this fel- -

low or not, wo don't know, out
thPiVH ono. thine sure: if vou ran fix
him it's our contract, and as I said be- -

It's two hundred if you can
do the trick."

"Well," drawled Hoadley, as ho
helped himself to a cigar, should
havo send two men down tho river
wiiv, htm ami thf.v would 1m cono two
or thrco Besides "

"I'll pay fares and all expenses of
kind," interrupted Willots

"ntsldes, it's question," continued
Hoadlev, not noticing tho interruption,
"whether could hold tho young
low or not. There's some that you can
catch, but they away. Somo
you put the screws on and mako
'em do 'moat anything if you get 'cm
Into a corner, and there's others

fleht and break away.
this follow Is a fighter." and tho
gambler looked questionliigly at WH- -

lets.
"I know anything about that."

WliietS, a lllliu nupiiunmy.
"All I want Is to get the on him
somo way so prevent him from
bidding against us on that Job. I don't
care whether ho never gets near tho
Job at all, or whnthor ho to go

In us and put his figure high
.T.mifh tn lot Stanley Hobart out

leave us in. That's up you.

You've trapped better and smarter men
imfnre y and hundred
dollars In It. You havo half It

.11 nvnnnapn nald."

LkMticka behind, and tho
rhanxine but monotonous, shoro
front with Its endless procession or
melancholy moss-lade- n trees, is not as

as the comfortable saloon
rahin warm stove and the
sooner all lino, for
tho Kong

Ono of tho men round the
stove Frank a cigar, making
pome remark about the absence of any
signs fog. Aftor chatting pleasant- -

iy for a ho volunteered tho In- -

formation that his nnnio was Maxwell
and that ho was as far down as
Natchci, while his frlond here, Colonel

BY
Draper Introducing him was bound
for Orleans

Both men were dressed In Southern
style: black broadcloth suits, with

w-c- waistcoats, turn-dow- collars
an1 "owing ties.

Having always heard that poker on
the r'ver boats was played for high
stakes, Frank Avery felt obliged to de- -

cllne their Invitation to join a game of

KlffiBBHg

poker; but they assured htm that five- -

cent ante, to call ten. was all thev
!laeL and that the limit wns tablo
fta.K'es - so 'hiU Lhe co,lltl not possibly

moro than he put on tho table in
front of him.

' Ot added Colonel Draper,
laughing, "that is all you ran win as
well. All wo want is to pass the time,
We all play a game."

Apparently both Maxwell Dra-
per were colonels, as each addressed
tho other and the barkeeper addressed
them both by that title. There were
only two other men In the game, one

iruum mxuicu iu icii ncuu, ijul

i"i men b' uciuS a unm iuu
liberal to bo a winner, he thought.
After they had been playing for an
hour or two, he found that tho
ten dollars that ho had placed on the

", wucu o- -

sembled to resume their game, one of
h Tmrtv mi Tr.uw h Wan ninvri l""with the bad luck having left the boat

during the night. No one else, being
available, the four sat down to play,
and Colonel Draper suggested that In--

Rtead of table .takes they should play
tho regular good river
game; fifty cents, call a dollar; no
limit dik tne rooi, any naving a
right to call a Bight for his pile any
time.

uut it a man borrows to ralso, he
must borrow to call," Insisted Wat- -

kins.
"Sure," responded Colonel Maxwell,

"And straight flushes are barred, four--

beliicr the best hand out. reg- -

ular old Mississippi style. That'a the
gamo for me! Nothing ever like It!
Let us cut out the jack-pot- s as well."

They insisted on tho Jnck-pot- but
the rest tho game was agreed
Frank willing to play almost
anything, as ho was "on velvet" now,
and the result of the previous even- -

ing's play had made him very confl- -

dent that could beat that game all
tho time.

Fortune certainly seemed to smile
upon Frank Avery to the exclusion of
every one else at the table. If ho held
thrco little ones, they Just topped
some one that had two ,big pair. ..Every
uiiiu jiu bul a iiiinii iiu iwm n uiiuibui
and every time ho filled a straight he
got tho pot away from three a kind.

"You had Btay on this boat,"
remarked tho barkeeper confidentially,
when Frank went to get a cigar. "You

give thoso follows cards and
spades at playing poker. I've been
watching your game," ho added with
a knowing wink. "You can't lose,
Thoso planter don't care what
It costs them, thoy don't. All thOy
want Ih to nass the timo. You just

moro'n twice In a lifetime. Why, I'd
give five hundred dollars to take your
place In thU gnmo ror tne rest or me
trip."

"I must leave the boat In tho morn- -

Ing" remarked Frank, looking away,
"I should loso my Job If I didn't. Tho
firm's depending on me to attend to a
contract is to be Friday, and
they want It."

Before the barkeeper could say any- -

thing furthor, Colonel Draper Joined
thorn. "Suppose have our little
game again ho began breer.- -

lly. "Only three days more."
"Ho'o going to fly the coop

for vou, Hoadley," remarked the caller tablo for his Increased to
quietly, he poured out glass of about, fifty, and he began to have
whiskey. want that contract visions of various upon
down rivet, wo thought wo had his return to town, among them a dla-i- t

all fixed to It. Stanley Ho- - mond ring, for Jennie.
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row morning, he says," remarked the
ftB.i-- . aAMn. .i.w.M

"Going to leave us!" exclaimed
Colonel Draper. "Why. my dear fel- -

low, you must finish the trip with us.
You can't brenk up the game that
way. Coma down to my place and stay
a week if you like."

Frank explained the urgent nature
of the business upon he was en- -

"now is your chance!

gaged, only to have It lightly pooh- -

noohed by the Colonel and also to
Maxwell, who Joined them just then.

immediate comment! "It must be
some picayune Job in that town. Put
in anv olii iiiil hnh nnmiii m mnko
no mistake about net tine it. Your
firm doesn't expect to got everything
it bids on. does it? You must not
break up our little game that way, you
know. That will never do."

It spite of all the two colonels could
say, and In spite of all the knowing
winks with which tho barkeeper punc
t,,n v.in n,i,-i- rv-,i- - ,,. n -

beside
' ' '
nen ne four sat down to play
r lost Rnmo together t mt evening

nothlnc was said to Wntk-i-n ahmTt'

Frank's determination to leave them
next day.

"Same old thing, I suppose?" he de
manded as tho carda were

right," answered Colonel
Draper. "Four of a kind 1; high, and
call slcht for nlle wanta vour voii. . - .
to; uut ir you Borrow to raise, you

borrow to call.
"All right. Let her go!" was all

Colonel Maxwell had to say, as he
placed a handful of bills on the table,

There was little change Frank
Avery's luck, and he gradually added
10 111a wiuuiuks um no naa several
nunurea uonara more - veivci" in rront
of him. The losers took It good-na- -

turediy, and seomea to enjoy tne game
just tho same as If they were winning,
Tho barkeeper sat and looked on by
spells, and lost no opportunity to whls- -

por to i ranK to pusn niB iuck.
"It's n cinch." ho said. ' Vou can't

lose. It's the chanco of your life."
Aloug toward midnight, Frank

picked up four sevens pat on his own
blind. Watklns. on his left, had
queens up, but did not ralso tho ante,
Maxwell Just chipped, but Draper
raised It twenty-liv- e dollars on three
kings.

Frank was too good a player to raise
then, which would probably drive tho
others out, so ho put up tho twenty- -

five a3 if It hurt hlra to do It. Wat- -

kins raised It fifty, on tho principle of
making his play on two pairs before
the draw. Maxwell saw both raises
after some hesitation, and the dealer
juai uaucu, lumui, up uiu pan. til uia
same time to servo tho draw,

Seeing that his opportunity for a
killing had come, Frank raised It a
hundred dollars, which he thought that
tho three men who wero already In for
seventy-flv- o each would atnnd.

Watklns dropped like a shot. Colo- -

nel Maxwell not only saw tho rnlBe,
but camo back two hundred and fifty
harder, which drove out tho dealer and
brought Frank up a Jerk. Ho
just cnlled It and drew one card. Max

reptlble Wvement on the part of the
liarkeener. prompted Frank Just to
call, and It wbh fortunate ior mm uiai
he did, as the Colonel had four eights.

This sudden and unexpected reverso,
which cost him over four hundred dol- -

lars, gavo Frank a chill that ho did.
not recover from for deals and
ho found himself nervously fumbling
In his pockets and trying to count the
money ho had left. Thorn was only
about half nn hour moro to play, and
th,u chances of recovering any of that
four hundred wore very slim. Tho
barkeeper looked solemn and shook
his head, as if he did not understand

The upper deck of a river cteamer, mind what I'm & telling you, young well stood pat and bet a dollar,
with the of brown smoke swift- - feller," ho whispered, leaning over the Something in the nature or an Inspl-..- .

j nti-- nnurlnir niit nf the lini - "vnn rlnn't irrt. a chanco llkfl vours rntlnn nr nerhaus an almost lmoer- -
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It at all, but ho observed that Maxwell
nu.n v nit..nUn ail vicrht

It was about half.an hour aftor thl3
disaster that the barkeeper brought In
the last round of drinks and cigars.
stopping for a moment with the tray
In his hand to watch Maxwell deal,
It being Drapnr's age, Frank had the
first say, and ho picked up his cards
to see what he hud.

you can't lose"

He found four aces.
With atraight Hushes barred, that

hand was a certainty. The only ques-
tion was how much he could win on
it. Tt was his last chance.

Being the man "under the gun," he
chipped in his dollar without a raise.
Watkins came in, so did tho dealer,
aud then the age raised It fifty dollars,
Remembering the play Maxwell had
mado shortly before, Frank jdst saw
the raise, atkins, who had a king-quee- n

high flush, raised it fifty moro.
Tho dealer dropped, but Draper, who

had thrco kings again, put up a hun-
dred. Frank took out all his money
anil counted It. Finding he would
have about a hundred left to bet with
if he called tho raise, ho saw it, and
Watkins dropped his flii3h.

Colonel Draper asked for two cards
and got a pair of fours with his three
kings. Frank stood pat and bet fifty
dollars. Aftor some apparent hesita
tion, Draper raised him two hundred
and fifty. The barkeeper pressed his
elbow against Frank's chair as If to
say, "Now is your chance. You can't
lose."

To call for a sight with such a cor
alnXln hil haml "f0"1" ace w?u,d

?"
laugning5P' ?2f TurnlM

npvrr
to Watk?M

who waa sitting on bis left, Frank
asked him If he would lend him enough

" ' f,"L. !5 "J?
S"""' 5,BhULwatuw t olfl him

i tn tJt tnv wiv "'0"
Frank took It and put It with his

own fifty, saying ho would raise It an- -

oiner nunarea.
It was now Colonel Draper's turn

to bo out of cash, and he borrowed
from Maxwell, who had won tho big
pot from Frank. He not only bor-
rowed enough to see Frank's raise, but
enough to boost it five hundred dollars
more.

No one at tho table had enough
money to loan to meet this raise, and
Colonel Draper Insisted that ho would
not take any mouth bets for It. Ho
wanted to see the cash on tho tablo,
where his cash was, or he would tako
the pot. Frank had borrowed to
raise, he said, and he would have to
borrow to call. That was the rule of
tho game. While Draper wa3 insist- -

" n" Watklns roso fromN''tn.' 10 with tho.""J"6'" "ho came fo?wa?d vltl
tSIf Frank Mery wished

call Colonel Draper's last raise, ho
thouglit ho ought to be allowed to sinl
hla hand In an envelope until ho could
ralso tho money, the Colonel's hand
being also sealed up.

Tho Colonel agreed to this on condi-
tion that there should be no further
raising, and tho burkeopor went olT to

f.1'10 envelopes from U10 clerk of tho

Each man having sealed his hand in
an envelope, and written his name on
it, the clerk put the money In auother
envelope and locked them up in the
safe, to remain until such time as the
question of calling the hots should bo
settled, there bolng now about two
uium.uu uuuum uujuuhik uh mo ru- -

Bull

Watklns had no more cash, Frank
did not like to tell Maxwell what he
had, as Maxwell had loaned tho money
to bet against him, It was getting
late, and while Watkins, the barkeeper
and Frank were discussing tho possl- -

bllity of getting a loan on the boat, tho
two colonels went off to bed. Tho bnr- -

keeper wan suro ho could find a man
who would loan live hundred dollars
to bet on a sure thing like four aces,
hut every 0110 had. gone to bed and
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they would have to wait until morn- -

ing.
There was no sleep for Frank that

night. A thousand times ho cursed
himself for ever having gone Into the
game, and then for his folly in con-
senting to tho chango from the safer
game of table stakes, and then for his
not having quit when he w&3 ahead,
and so on through the whole gamut of
vain regrets that every gambler In-

dulges In after ho has lost his money.
One thing he was resolved on; he was
done with poker for all tuna.

Morning came, and he was on the
deck almost at dawn, looking for tho
appearanco of the barkeeper, who was
to find a man with five hundred dol-

lars to loan for five minutes, to bet
on a Hand that couldn't lose.

Colonel Draper was the first to come
Into the saloon. He pulled out his
watch, and then peered out of tho win-
dow at the shore to see how far down
the river they were.

"You will never get this thing fixed
up in time, he began. The best
thing you can do Is to go on down the
river with us and take your time about
It. What do you think, Tom?" this
being addressed to the barkeeper, who
had Just Joined them.

"That's right, Colonel." he answered
decisively, and then whispered conf-
identially to Frank: "Let that contract
job go hang. There's two thousand
dollars In that envelope for you if you
stick to It. If you Jump tho boat, you
don't get n cent ot It."

As the minutes slipped away, Frank
felt himself going mad. When he asked
the barkeeper how soon that man with
the money to loan would probably get
up, all the answer he got was a tihrug.
When he asked tho clerk how soon the
boat was due at his landing, ho was
told in half an hour "If it were not
for Jennie," ho thought to himself, "I
would chuck that contract and my Job
with Stanley and Hobart and every-
thing else. With two thousand dollars
capital in my pocket, what do I care?"

If It were not for Jennie!
That was all that held him to his

duty when Colonel Draper approached
him just as tho gong rang for break-
fast and asked him whether he had
decided to go ashore ,or stay and settle
that, little bet. There was no hope of
raising the money to decide the mat-
ter before the boat reached Frank's
destination now. The clerk rame to
them and told them ho was locking up
tho safe, a? he had to attend to tho
freight and would not open the safe
again until the boat left tho landing.

Frank saw that the decisive moment
had come; to stay on the boat or to
stay with Stanley and Hobart. Just
then It flashed across him that, oven
if he let tho whole thing go and aban-
doned that two thousand dollars, all
he was actually losing was the ten
dollars he started with. Tho rest was
all velvet.

The appearance of Watkins, all
dressed for tho shore, dispelled this
Illusion instantly. How about tho
throo hundred he had borrowed from
him. Watklns sat down beside Frank
at tho table.

THERE'S A OENT Otf

"I guess I'll have to have that three
hundred from you right away." he be-

gan, In a tono that mado Frank shiver.
"I go ashore here, and I must have the
money to pay expenses, You go on
down Iho river, I believe?"

Frank confessed that he was going

ashore also, and then he suddenly re- -
solved to make a clean breast of the
whole thing, telling Watklns the fix
he was In, between the contract and
the poker bet.

"That's funny," remarked Watklns
after a pause. "I am after that con-
tract myself."

"Then I must get tho money to call
that bet somehow," exclaimed Frank.
"You saw my hand and you know it is
a certainty. Can't you think of any
way to raise the money? I will pay

hdredl,elr ?e nt- - interest-a- ny
thing you I must get out of
this hole somehow."

"So you are going to put In a bid
for Stanley and Hobart?" continued
Watkins, totally ignoring Frank's anx-
iety about tho poker bet,

"Ys, but good heavens! I must
have five hundred to call that bet first.
If I don't get It before I leave tho boat,
I not only lose every cent of that two
thousand dollars but I can't pay you.

"Well," continued WatkinB dream- -

Uy, as If he were thinking out a knot- -

ty problem. "I'll tell you what I'll do
I couldn't raise enough money to call
that bet even If I had a derrick, and
I don't see any show for your getting
it in tho next ten minutes the boat's
blowing for our landing now. But I'll
tell you what I'll do," ho repeated
slowly; "I'll call It square on the three
hundred you owe mo If you will agreo
to put In Stanley and Hobart's bid at
a figure that I will name when we get
to the hotel ashore. How does that
strike you?"

"I cannot tell what figure I shall put
In until I have figured on the Job," re-
plied Frank uneasily.

"You needn't mako any estimate I
made my estimate a week ago, and I
want this job. It Stanley and Hobart
don't bfil on it, I am pretty suro of
getting it and It is worth just about
three hundred dollars to mo to be
suro that your firm bids a few dollars
higher, than I do. Now do you under-
stand?"

"I do," said Frank briefly; "but I
can't do it." He was thinking of what
Jennie would say to such a bargain If
she were standing by him then.

"Then you'll produce that three hun-
dred dollars you owe me, P. D. Q.: be-
cause unless I have the money before
I get to the telegraph office" In this
town," he added, his voice suddenly
changing In tone, "I shall state the de-

tails of this affair to your employers
and see what they think of It."

Before Frank could reply he felt a
hand on his shoulder and looked up to
see the barkeeper standing behind
him.

"Say, young feller," he whispered,
"there's a gent on this bont, a friend
of mine, says he'll loan you that five
If It's all right, but he won't cet up for
about an hour yet. He will talk to
you about it. Course he may want a
little rake off; but it's all right," and
tho barkeeper winked. "You stay
right hero on the boat and you can't
lose." and the barkeeper gavo Frank a
reassuring slap on the shoulder.

"No, sir," was Frank's firm re- -

THIS BOAT SAYS HB'lL LOAN YOU THAT

sponse; "I go ashore here," and ho
rose from the table.

Ten minutes later and Frank Avery
was standing on the levee, watching
Ihe boat pull out into tho strenm, with
the two thousand dollars In tho rash-Ie- r'

safe abandoned to be claimed

later by Colonel Draper under th
r,iic

"How about that bid being put In as
I Kay?" demanded Watkins, who was
standing beside him waiting for the
hotel porter to tako his bag. "Do I
write to the firm and toll the you owa
mo three hundred and what for, or do
I not?"

"You wrlto to the firm and tell
them," said Frank quietly. "My res-

ignation goes by the same mail. I
stay hero and put In a bid for Stanley
and Hobart on my figures, and after
that 1 guess tho devil can take care of
his own. Give mo your name and ad-

dress and you shall have that three
hundred within a year, with Interest."

"That's final, is it?" demanded Wat-
kins rather sharply. "Now let mo
bring you to your senses, young man
I told the dork on tho boat not to give
up that money until morn-
ing. According to tho rules of gam-
bling you havo twenty-fou- r hours to
find tho cash to call a raise on sealed
hands. Say you will put In that bid
they way I want It no one will ever
know and that two thousand dollars
is yours. I will get the money to call
tho Colonel's raise If I telegraph for
It. How can you lose?"

It Feemed to Frank at that moment
as If he were taking Jennie's hand
from his arm and gently but firmly
putting her aside. The next Instant it
was as if she were standing by him
still, smiling at the tempter In front
of him as If she were not afraid.

"No, sir, not in a thousand years,"
said Frank quietly. "That poker bet
can go hang. I am done with that
game forever. I have learnt my les-
son and learnt It well. You shall havo
that three hundred with any Interest
you demand, but I shall put In that
bid for Stanley and Hobart at my own
figures."

"Well, young man," remarked Wst-kin- s

with a sneer, "come up to the
hotel and havo a cigar. You may
change your mind."

Although Frank assured him there
was no hope of any change In his de-
termination, he accepted Watkins's in-
vitation to go into his room at the ho-
tel. Watkins turned and closed tho
door and motioned Frank to a seat

"I believe you," ho began, in a much
milder tone, "I accept your decision
as final. But I adhere to my determi-
nation to report what has happened
on this trip to your firm."

"Certainly," said Frank. "So shall
I, with my resignation."

"Before you do that, let me tell you
something that you do not know, Mr.
Avery. Tho poker gamo on that boat

FIVK IF IT'S ALL RIGHT"

was all a fake. Those colonels are.
professional gamblers in my pay. My
right name Is Willots, and I am a prl-vat- o

detective, employed by Mr. Stan-
ley to try you out, nnd I shall report,
to him that you arc the real thing. If
thoy tniBt you, they can't lose."


